ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
One of the most effective ways to prepare future teachers for the diversity in today's classrooms is to provide them with field experiences in a wide range of classrooms (Goodlad, 1990) . For teacher education programs in universities serving rural areas, the placement of student teachers in schools that provide opportunities for working with diverse student populations is a consistent challenge.
In particular, providing quality supervision and meaningful feedback to student teachers in rural areas across the United States is a concern for university supervisors in specialized fields, such as special education (Canter et. al, 2007 ). It is not always possible to place student teachers nearby or at the same school so that travel time and scheduling conflicts may be avoided and quality time to develop and enhance the instructional effectiveness of the student teacher is maximized.
Some universities provide the only programs in teacher preparation in a large geographic area. To provide for diverse field placements and multiple opportunities to teach across grade and ability levels, undergraduate student teachers can be placed outside the prescribed supervisory radius of the university. For graduate students who are pursuing a master's degree, and who already have a teaching position, supervision occurs in their classrooms, which may be a great distance from the university. Therefore, because of the significant travel time, university supervisors often have inadequate time to debrief with the student teacher and cooperating teacher following observations of instruction. Student teachers need frequent and consistent feedback, and university supervisors and cooperating teachers need more time for high-quality interactions and conferencing.
To ensure more effective collaboration among the student teacher and supervisors, the use of web cameras (Monk, 2007) .
Rationale
The purpose of this article is to examine the use of web camera technology as a means of post-observation conferencing with the student teachers and cooperating teachers in remote areas across the region. The authors'
program and use of web camera videoconferencing is described.
When a university supervisor makes a visit to a school, typically they expect to meet with the student teacher and cooperating teacher to discuss the focus of the lesson and any areas of concern. After the lesson is taught, the three participants meet as a team to discuss in more depth the student teacher's performance during 
The Model
The concern for more quality interactions with the student teacher and cooperating teacher together as a team was a shared concern amongst faculty. Because we are no longer restricted by the 60-mile radius, we are able to 
Conclusion
The use of web cameras to complete post-observation conferences is especially helpful when students are teaching full time and the time available to conference with them after the actual observation is not appropriate.
Many times the university supervisor would like to observe the student teacher demonstrating a particular skill set that occurs in the middle of instruction and does not have the time to observe other instruction before departing for another visit at another school. In these cases, the university supervisor will leave a written description of the feedback and will then videoconference with the student upon his or her return to the university. This allows the student and the cooperating teacher the opportunity to reflect upon the feedback provided before conferencing with the university supervisor. It has been our experience that the cooperating teacher has been able to offer more examples of the specific feedback that he or she has observed to the student that match the university Providing the best field experience for pre-service teachers, regardless of the distance in which those may occur, is far more important than remaining within a restricted geographical region for the sake of convenience. However, university supervisors must be fiscally responsible and mindful of time constraints. The use of web cameras, and specifically video conferencing, lessens the restrictions on field placements, and more emphasis can be placed on putting teachers in quality diverse settings rather than placing them nearby.
